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TAGS: PFOR, PINS, LA, FR 

SUBJECT: LAO ARREST FRENCH TEACHER 

1 . LAO HAVE ARRESTED FRENCH CHEMIST WHO IS ONE OF GROUP 
OF FRENCH TEACHERS WORKING IN VIENTIANE USDER FRENCH 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. FRENCHMAN ARRESTED, A MR. SALUZZO, 

TEACHES PHARMACY AT CONG DOK SCHOOL IN VIENTIANE. ACCORD- 
ING TO FRENCH CONSUL BONDY, SALUZZO WAS ARRESTED AROUND 
6. P.M. MARCH 1 BECAUSE HE DROVE HIS CAR INTO KILOMETER-6 
ENCAMPMENT (FORMER USAID HOUSING COMPOUND) WHERE HIGH PATHET 
LAO OFFICIALS ARE BELIEVED TO BE LIVING. BONDY STATES THAT 
SALUZZO WAS DRIVING 

AROUND VIENTIANE WITH LAO GIRL STUDENT OF HIS AT DONG DOK 
WHEN THEY SAW THAT BARRIER TO KM-6 AREA WAS OPEN. THEY 
DROVE INTO COMPOUND AS FAR AS SECOND BARRIER, WHICH WAS 
GUARDED. WHEN SALUZZO ATTEMPTED TO TURN CAR AROUND AND 
DRIVE OUT OF KM-6 HE AND LAO GIRL WERE ARRESTED. BOTH 
ARE NOW BEING HELD AT CENTRAL POLICE STATION (ON 
SETTHATHIRATH STREET) AND ARE ACCUSED BY POLICE OF 
SPYING. 

2. BONDY TOLD EMBOFF THAT FRENCH AMBASSADOR CARDI HAS 
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MARCH 8 TO DISCUSS SALUZZO'S ARREST. BONDY WAS OPTIMISTIC 
THAT SALUZZO WILL BE RELEASED SOON, AS NOT ONLY FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR BUT ALSO LAO OFFICIALS AT DONG DOK SCHOOL 
AND LAO HEAD OF MAHOSOT HOSPITAL ARE WORKING FOR HIS 
RELEASE. 

3. BONDY TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE WAS PERSONNALLY MORE WORRIED 
ABOUT CASE OF ANOTHER FRENCHMAN WHO WAS ARRESTED IN 
VIENTIANE IN MAY OF 1975 AND WAS STILL IN PRISON. THIS 
FRENCHMAN, WHOM HE DID NOT NAME, WORKED AS MUSICIAN 
WITH PROPAGANDA SECTION OF FAR (ROYAL LAO ARMY) AND 
RECEIVED HIS SALARY FROM USAID. HE HAD ALSO BEEN ARRESTED 
AS "SPY." BONDY BELIEVES FRENCH WILL MAKE HIS RELEASE 

ONE OF CONDITIONS ON FUTURE AID TO LAOS, WHEN THEY HAVE 
AID NEGOTIATIONS WITH LAO. 

4. COMMENT: FRENCH OBVIOUSLY HAVE SAME CONSULAR PROB- 
LEMS ALL OTHER WESTERN EMBASSIES FACE HERE. IT IS 
WORTH NOTING, HOWEVER, THAT LAO HAVE NOT REPORTED 
ARRESTS OF FRENCH CITIZENS IN NEWSPAPERS, AS THEY 
REGULARLY DO WITH ANY ARREST OF AMCITS. 
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